Music For Gaza international
a project of Merlijn Twaalfhoven - La Vie sur Terre foundation, the Netherlands
Email: musicforgaza@gmail.com

Music For Gaza will support and develop a music education program for children and youth in the Gaza strip, as soon as the situation permits. Music For Gaza will collaborate closely with local musicians and the Music School of Gaza that was destructed only a few months after its successful launch. 

We organize events with performances, food and drinks to connect people and to raise funds and awareness. The first events will take place in the Netherlands, but we hope we can encourage others to do the same in their own countries on behalf of Music For Gaza and the children.

For some years, composer Merlijn Twaalfhoven and his foundation La Vie Sur Terre have been organizing unconventional music projects, often with a lot of participants from young to old, both professional as well as amateur musicians.

Merlin Twaalfhoven and his team have been active in international collaborations since 2001. On locations where misunderstanding and conflict can create problems between people from different cultures and various backgrounds, they show that music can be a transcending experience for each and everyone, bringing joy and serenity, moments of fun and togetherness instead of fear, confusion, frustration and anger.

In 2005, Merlin Twaalfhoven created "Long Distance Call" on both sides of the buffer zone in Nicosia (Cyprus), a city that is both Greek and Turkish.

In 2008, he has realized major music projects in Palestine and Jordan in which the children of Palestinian fugitive camps played an essential role. Click the links to watch the videos "Carried By The Wind" and "Symphony For All," filmed in Bethlehem and Jordan. 

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=008p-_LePrg"http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=008p-_LePrg
HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WN4hnEuzsc"http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WN4hnEuzsc
"Carried By The Wind" managed to rise above the Segregation Wall in Bethlehem, literally, in sound. Sound of music. Palestinian refugee children at UNRWA (United Nations) Schools in Jordan participate in the Symphony Arabica project, a unique East-West musical dialogue: HYPERLINK "http://www.arabica.nu/"http://www.arabica.nu/
The project Music in Gaza will be developed in collaboration with the Qattan Center for The Child in Gaza and the Music School.

HYPERLINK "http://www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc/en/"http://www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc/en/
Most of Gaza’s children face extremely arduous and difficult circumstances that severely affect their daily lives, and often prevent them from pursuing any meaningful process of individual self-development. On a piece of land generously contributed by the city’s municipality, the Qattan Foundation thus began building the Qattan Centre for the Child in Gaza City, an independent children’s library and information centre aimed at improving the cultural, social, educational, recreational and psychological environment for a large section of the Gaza Strip’s child population, without social, physical, religious, sexual or racial discrimination.

The Centre aims to achieve its goals through a first-class library and information service for children up to the age of 15, as well as to their parents, carers and teachers.

Merlijn Twaalfhoven and his foundation help raise money for a creative music program for the children in Gaza and their music school. One of the options is a CD Exchange event in combination with a benefit concert.

What’s a CD Exchange event about?

We all have CD's we don't listen to anymore. What to do with them, besides building walls in our homes with it...

We can donate them (but also LP's and DVD's) for Music For Gaza and use minimum 10 CD's as entry fees for a benefit concert or event. Part of the donated CD's will be used for the new music library in Gaza, part of the CD's can be bought by the visitors of the event, for a minimum of 1 euro, 1 dollar or an equivalent in your own currency. So, you get rid of your own redundant CD's, LP's or DVD's, but also have a chance to find music you've been looking for, music that isn't available in any store because it’s out of print etcetera.

A CD Exchange event will suit multiple purposes this way! It will help Gaza, it will help you to clean up, it can make for interesting music discoveries and you get to meet friends, strangers and as such make new friends. Also, these events have food and drinks, but also a stand that provides background information about interesting cultural and humanitarian projects as well as organizations in Gaza, the Westbank and Israel. It would be fair to provide facts without promoting hatred for Israel or Jews. Music For Gaza is non-political, and a humanitarian, philanthropic organization. Depending on accommodation and time, you can ask a speaker to address the audience when that seems more effective.

This is it in a nutshell. Of course we'd like to post pictures of your event on our website, as well as have names of people who are involved. We welcome a little bio or motivation behind your and their initiative. If you have more questions or seek more information, visit our website or send us an email!

 HYPERLINK "http://www.musicforgaza.net" http://www.musicforgaza.net 
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